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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first Office Action for serial number 10/812,910, Perforated Section 
Supporting Device Adapted To Be Fixed To A Surface Such As A Ceiling, filed on 
March 31, 2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , the phrase "such as" renders the claim indefinite because it is 
unclear whether the limitations following the phrase are part of the claimed invention. 
See MPEP§ 2173.05(d). 

Regarding claim 2, "U-section with branches comprising perforations" cites 
combination / subcombination problem. 

Claims 7-8, and 10 are rejected as depending in claim 1. Claims 3-4 are rejected 
as depending in claim 2. Claim 5 is rejected as depending in claim 4, and claim 6 is 
rejected as depending in claim 5. Claim 9 is rejected as depending in claim 7. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-2, and 7-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by European Patent No. 0108222 A2 to Rieth. 

Rieth '222 discloses a fixing device (fig. 1) adapted to be fixed to a surface and to 
received a perforated section, wherein device comprising a plate (3) and a support (17) 
and having a wall (30) substantially perpendicular to a plate (3), and at least two claws 
(16) with the same orientation adapted to cooperate with corresponding perforations of 
a perforated section, wherein the wall includes a precut locking lug (18) adapted to be 
bent into another perforation; wherein a support has two parallel walls (fig. 1), the 
distance between the parallel walls corresponds to the distance between the branches 
of U-section, each of the parallel walls has at least one claw (16), all claws have the 
same spatial orientation, and at least one of the parallel walls has a locking lug (fig. 1); 
wherein the claws are produced by cutting a tongue into the corresponding wall and 
bending it along two transverse bending lines (fig. 2), wherein the locking lug (18) is 
aligned with the claws on the same wall (fig. 2), and is adapted to be bent along a 
bending line perpendicular to the bending lines of the claws, and wherein the locking lug 
(18) is trapezium-shaped (fig. 2). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 3 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rieth '222 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 3,263,388 to Bogert. 

Rieth '222 discloses the previous invention failing to specifically teach two 
parallel walls, wherein the walls are connected by a base perpendicular to each of the 
parallel walls and to the fixing plate. Attention is directed to Bogert '388 reference, 
which teaches two parallel walls are connected by a base perpendicular to each of the 
parallel walls and to the fixing plate. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to provide parallel walls of 
Rieth '222 with walls connected by a base perpendicular to each of the parallel walls 
and to the fixing plate as taught by Bogert '388 wherein doing so would provide for 
superior mounting on ceiling. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Rieth 

'222. 

Rieth '222 discloses two fixing plates with two lugs extending at a right angle 
from one end of a wall, and made by cutting and bending sheet metal, however, fails to 
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specifically teach wherein a support is a substantially rectangular-section tube, and has 
a longitudinal slot at one corner. Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to add two more walls with 
one wall a bit smaller to form a rectangular-section tube with a longitudinal slot at one 
corner wherein doing so would provide maximum connecting interaction with the 
supports to increase stiffness. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

U.S. Patent No. 3,889,439 to Kaspar 
U.S. Patent No. 2,109,520 to Awbrey 

The above references disclose a structure similar to the applicant's invention. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Todd M. Epps whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8282. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (7:30-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Olszewski can be reached on 571-272-6788. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/812,910 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3632 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Todd M. Epps 



Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3632 
October 17, 2005 
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SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
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